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Date Created: 3/20/13
Subject(s): American History I
Topic or Unit of Study (Title): Abraham’s First Inaugural Address
Grade Level: 9-12
Materials: Computer- Have students read his First Inaugural Address, available through EDSITEment at the Presidential Speeches website. (At the website's homepage, click on "Abraham Lincoln," then select "First Inaugural Address, 1861.")
Summary (and Rationale): This lesson will explores the decision-making process that precipitated the Civil War, focusing on deliberations within the Lincoln administration that led to the Confederate attack on Fort Sumter in April 1861. Students first review the situation that Lincoln inherited when he took office in March 1861, and summarize his views on the critical issues before him as reflected in his First Inaugural Address. Finally, students investigate the Confederate contention that, by attempting to secure Fort Sumter, Lincoln provoked the South to defend itself and thus ignited the Civil War. 

I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): [10 minutes]

The students will review beforehand the secession crisis of 1861 and the significance of the Confederate attack on Fort Sumter. Also they review how Abraham Lincoln made the decision to secure Fort Sumter despite Confederate objections. And review the extent to which Lincoln's actions were calculated to provoke conflict. 
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 

Goal: To evaluate the extent to which Lincoln's actions were calculated to provoke conflict.
	Objectives
	Assessments

	Lesson Objectives

The students will meet in an expert group and collaborate to discuss the reaction of certain political groups about Abraham Lincoln’s First Address.

The students will then explain report on its "reaction" to his speech, citing passages where he addressed issues vital to their interests.

Students then take notes on the steps of all lessons in their learning groups and provide their own example for each lesson. 
Group Processes Objective

Each student will participate in both the expert groups and learning groups. 


	I will be walking around the classroom making sure all of the steps are included by the expert groups before they share with the learning groups.

I will monitor the students during this time.

Each student will complete the graphic organizer using not their own example. Each student will have to include how they address each reason for Lincoln’s speech provoked the war.
http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/pdf/spider.pdf 
Students will be asked to grade their classmate's participation in expert and learning groups by the information they present to the class. Also, they will be graded on whether or not they even participated or not in the activity. 


State the objective: [5 minutes]
The objective of this lesson plan was to learn about the secession crisis of 1861 and the significance of the Confederate attack on Fort Sumter. To explore how Abraham Lincoln made the decision to secure Fort Sumter despite Confederate objections. To evaluate the extent to which Lincoln's actions were calculated to provoke conflict. 
Assessment: [5 minutes]

The assessment for this lesson plan was grading there graphic organizers on how well they listen and understand other groups reactions and reasons for they their point of view was either for or against Lincoln’s address. 
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  [5 minutes]

1.   Learning about the arguments of both the southern and northern position preceding the Civil War.
2. The arguments for the North over the issues of slavery, and the South over the issue of states rights against the federal government. 
3. Developing an understanding of point-of-view and bias found in primary source documents.
4. Understand how to read a primary source.

5. Understand the reasons for Fort Sumter, and the attack on the fort.

6. Know the issues on for Lincoln at the time he gave the First Inaugural address.
IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): [10 minutes]

The students will have an opportunity to discuss and read about how the war began. The students will analyze documents and themes to which the war began over, and begin brainstorming ideas themselves over their thoughts and opinions. Also taking into account the reactions of others towards the address speech that Lincoln presented. Finally, think about who was mostly against Lincoln’s policy for the country as well. 
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): [5 minutes]

Have students think about more issues that might have spurred the cause of the Civil war for next class.
VI. Independent Practice: [10 minutes]
At the beginning of class, have the students turn in a piece of paper with 5 other issues that might started the Civil war. 
STANDARDS:
USH.H.4 Analyze how conflict and compromise have shaped politics, economics and culture in the United States. 

USH.H.4.1 Analyze the political issues and conflicts that impacted the United

States through Reconstruction and the compromises that resulted.
USH.H.7 Understand the impact of war on American politics, economics, society and culture. 

USH.H.7.1 Explain the impact of wars on American politics through Reconstruction (e.g., Issues of taxation without representation, Proclamation of 1763, Proclamation)
Plans for Individual Differences: 

Some students may have a different view of this because some may side with Lincoln’s views and some may disagree with them. This time during Civil war was one of many changes and often not for the better. So therefore it is always polite and responsible for the teacher to maintain a certain line between himself and the students in order to make sure the students understand this can’t be taken into literal context. Also that great debates don’t arise into heated debates between students. 
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