Modified LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE

Author: Daniel Munns

Date Created: April 4th 2013

Subject(s): American History 

Topic or Unit of Study (Title): John Brown Raid on Harper’s Ferry  

Grade Level: 9-12th 

· Materials: 


1) Readings: Guided Readings: The Impending Crisis 1850s (Gilder Lehrman), Trigger Events of the Civil War: John Brown's Raid on Harpers Ferry (Civil War Trust)
2) Images: John Brown’s Fort, Inside John Brown’s Fort, Map of Harpers Ferry (Valley of the Shadow), Map of Lower Town, Harpers Ferry (National Park Service), "Tragic Prelude" by John Steuart Curry (Mural at Kansas State Capitol in Topeka)
3) Primary Sources -John Starry’s Testimony (PDF), Robert E. Lee’s Report (PDF), John Brown’s Address (PDF)
4) Worksheets: Primary Source Document Analysis Worksheets (PDF)
5) Evaluation: "Was John Brown a Hero or a Murderer" Assignment (PDF) “Was John Brown a Hero or Murderer?” Rubric (PDF)
Summary (and Rationale): Provide the background and context for the raid. Explain to your students that while the election of Abraham Lincoln and the secession of the Southern states were immediate causes of the Civil War, many people believe that another “trigger” event of the Civil War was John Brown's 1859 Raid at Harpers Ferry. Others “triggers” of the war can be traced back further: The South depended on slavery directly for its economic well-being; the North did not.   -Many Southern states claimed the "right" to secede from the Union if the government no longer represented its interests - banning slavery would wreck the Southern economy (as well as disturb Southern culture).  No compromise seemed to work.   - Westward expansion led to disagreements over the new states’ and territories slave laws  - Legislation and court decisions such as the Fugitive Slave Act and the Dred Scott decision brought about arguments over whether or not the federal government was going to support slave-owners. 
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): [5 minutes]
Provide the background and context for the raid. Explain to your students that while the election of Abraham Lincoln and the secession of the Southern states were immediate causes of the Civil War, many people believe that another “trigger” event of the Civil War was John Brown's 1859 Raid at Harpers Ferry. 

II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 

Students will gain a historical knowledge of John Brown's 1859 raid and an understanding of how to utilize primary sources to study a historic event.
	Objectives
	Assessments

	Lesson Objectives

The students will meet and discuss with the students what they already know about John Brown. Ask students what they know about America in 1859. Ask for volunteers; make notes on the board. Ask for causes and support for the causes of the raid.  

Students will then explain to each other in groups what the subsequent effects were of the John Brown Raid on Harper’s Ferry, citing the primary sources, images, and readings listed above. 

Students then take notes on the effects of the raid and draw conclusions based on the impact it had on the overall view towards Civil war, and the division of the population on the issue of slavery. 

Group Processes Objective

Each student will participate in both the causes discussion, and the effects discussion as well. Not to mention that generalization overall classroom discussion about what and why the John Brown raid occurred. 
	I will be walking around the classroom making sure the volunteers include all of the steps before they share with the entire class.

I will monitor the students during this time.

Each student will complete worksheets using not their own example. Each student will have to include how he or she address each reasons for why the John Brown raid was so influential to the cause of the Civil war. 

Students will be asked to rate their classmate's participation in volunteer discussions on the causes and effects discussion within their small groups. 


State the objective: [5 minutes]

The objective was to have the students be able to answer the question, “Was John Brown a Hero or Traitor,” citing specific content from primary sources. Students will be able to explain possible causes of the raid and the state of the country leading up to the 1859 raid. Students will be able to discuss the events of the raid on Harpers Ferry. Students will be able to answer questions related to the use of primary documents in the study of history. 
Assessment: [10 minutes]

The assessment will be providing students with the "Was John Brown a Hero or a Murderer" assignment to complete in written or oral form.  Score with the rubric listed under the materials sections of the lesson plan. ("Was John Brown a Hero or a Murderer" Assignment (PDF) “Was John Brown a Hero or Murderer?”) Rubric (PDF)
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  [5 minutes]

1. Students will be able to answer the question, “Was John Brown a Hero or Traitor,” citing specific content from primary sources. 

2. Students will be able to explain possible causes of the raid and the state of the country leading up to the 1859 raid. 

3. Students will be able to discuss the events of the raid on Harpers Ferry. 

4. Students will be able to answer questions related to the use of primary documents in the study of history. 

5. Understand how to properly analyze a primary source document

6. Know how to properly use an image to convey a certain message

IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): [10 minutes]

The students will analyze the cause and effect model of how the raid at Harper’s Ferry may or may not have started the Civil war. We will analyze why the raid took place, and how influential it was not only to slaves, but to white slave owners as well. Finally, they will think about how life, and social life was back during the time pre civil war, and the attitudes most black slaves had towards the owners. 

V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): [5 minutes]

Discuss the following questions: 

How do the documents differ? 

Why did we read these documents?

For what reason would people today use these documents?

What challenges do we face in interpreting primary sources? 

What insights did you gain from reading these primary sources, as opposed to the background materials? 

What insights did you gain about America in 1859? 

If you were to read newspaper editorials about the event, what additional information and insights might you gain? 
With these questions we will be closing out the lesson, and will be making general discussion over what we have learned and discussed today, making sure that the students came away with the right information about the raid, and analyzing primary sources. 
VI. Independent Practice: [10 minutes]

At the beginning of class, have the students turn in a piece of paper with 5 answers of those following questions.

STANDARDS:
USH.H.4 analyze how conflict and compromise have shaped politics, economics and culture in the United States. 

USH.H.4.1 Analyze the political issues and conflicts that impacted the United

States through Reconstruction and the compromises that resulted.

USH.H.7 Understand the impact of war on American politics, economics, society and culture. 

USH.H.7.1 Explain the impact of wars on American politics through Reconstruction (e.g., Issues of taxation without representation, Proclamation of 1763, Proclamation)
Plans for Individual Differences: 

Some students will struggle in understanding primary source documents might be frustrated by this assignment but I have given them many sources to chose from. From images and readings to primary sources documents their isn’t any ways that students can be successfully in completing these assignments, and also they have other students to collaborate and aid them if they need help understanding the selected reading. 
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