Modified LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE

Author: Daniel Munns


Date Created: 2009

Subject(s): Social Studies (American History)
Topic or Unit of Study (Title):  Who started the Civil War? Comparing perspectives on the causes of the war
Grade Level: 9-11th 
Materials:
Computer lab or individual student computers. Access to Documenting the American South resources. Copies of the Perspectives on the Civil War handout — one per student. Pencils/pens.
Summary (and Rationale):   

In this lesson plan the students will learn about the arguments of both the southern and northern positions preceding the Civil War. The Civil war wasn’t just differences among the states and federal government, but also differences among cultures between the North and South. The students will then begin to brainstorming all possible ideas for why the war started. Then we will sort out which reasons were the northerners’ reasons and which were the southerners’ reasons. We will then label the groups based on military, economic, social and political. Then we will regroup them. And finally we will summarize and synthesize the generalizations about why the war began. And quickly develop an understanding of point-of-view and bias found in primary source documents that we will observe and read and discuss in class. The concept that we be discussed in today’s lesson plan is the concept of the issues pending before the civil war that weren’t strictly on government versus states rights. Concept of understanding the causes of the Civil war. 
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): [10 minutes]

Have the students read a brief introduction to First Person Narratives of the American South: About this Project before beginning their search of the documents. This overview explains the purposes of the collection as well as its main themes.

II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 

	Objectives
	Assessments

	When given the arguments for both the North and the South for beginning the war, the students will analyze each of the reasons for why the Civil war began to a certain degree of a high level of attainment.
	The students will be assessed via an essay for which they will be graded specifically on content and understanding of the material. You can refer to the rubric attached to see the sections on which you will also be graded on. However, students must attain at least a 3’s in all categories in order to be considered satisfactory. (total 15 points)


State the objective: [5 minutes]
Objective is to recognize different perspectives on how the war began, especially analyzing the differences between the views of the North compared to the views of the South. 
Assessment: [5 minutes]

Assess the students on their work and quality of work on the essay. As well as look at how well they analyzed each source and how they detailed each source within the essay. Finally look at how well the essay flows together. 
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  [5 minutes]

1.   Learning about the arguments of both the southern and northern position preceding the Civil War.
2. The arguments for the North over the issues of slavery, and the South over the issue of states rights against the federal government. 
3. Developing an understanding of point-of-view and bias found in primary source documents.
4. Documents found during either the textbook for the class, or on the internet.
5. Understanding why the Civil war began with the differences in opinion over cultural lifestyle choices. 

6. Lifestyle differences according to point of view quotes from people of that time period between the North, and South. 
IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): [5 minutes]

The students will have an opportunity to discuss and read about how the war began. The students will analyze documents and themes to which the war began over, and begin brainstorming ideas themselves over their thoughts and opinions. Also to make contributions and inputs on other students analyzing of the documents. Finally, students will have with opportunity to understand the cultural lifestyle and turmoil for which issues such as slavery arose. 
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): [5 minutes]

Have the students take home and complete the worksheet called “Perspectives on the Civil War” and have them bring it to the next class. 
VI. Independent Practice: [5 minutes]
Have the students come into the next class prepared to discuss the answers they got on their work, as well as working in groups to compare and share each other’s answers.
STANDARDS:

USH.H.1 Apply the four interconnected dimensions of historical thinking to the United States History Essential Standards in order to understand the creation and development of the United States over time.

USH.H.2 Analyze key political, economic and social turning points in United States History using historical thinking. 

USH.H.2.1 Analyze key political, economic, and social turning points from colonization through Reconstruction in terms of causes and effects...

USH.H.4 Analyze how conflict and compromise have shaped politics, economics and culture in the United States. 

USH.H.4.1 Analyze the political issues and conflicts that impacted the United

States through Reconstruction and the compromises that resulted.
USH.H.7 Understand the impact of war on American politics, economics, society and culture. 

USH.H.7.1 Explain the impact of wars on American politics through Reconstruction (e.g., Issues of taxation without representation, Proclamation of 1763, Proclamation)
Plans for Individual Differences: 

Some students may have a different view of this because some may side with the northern point of views and others with the southern view. This time during Civil war was one of many changes and often not for the better. So therefore it is always polite and responsible for the teacher to maintain a certain line between himself and the students in order to make sure the students understand this can’t be taken into literal context. Also that great debates don’t arise into heated debates between students. 
References (APA style):

Learn NC (2013): Retrieved January Feb 8th, 2013 from 
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/2938
North Carolina Department of Public Instruction: Essential Standards. Retrieved Feb 8th , 2013 from

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/acre/standards/new-standards/social-studies/american-history-1.pdf 

